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The NYARNG Yellow Ribbon Event for
the 101st Signal Battalion is scheduled
for 23 & 24 June 2012. Place to be
determined at a later date.
The Liberty Chapter Annual fishing trip
aboard the "Riptide III" is scheduled for
Wednesday September 5, 2012. While
the main target fish that day will be
Porgies, which are always plentiful, fun
to catch and delicious, there is always
the chance for a Fluke, Bluefish,
Striper or even ???.
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Army Prepares to Field High-Tech New Comms Kit
Article by Matthew Cox and Photo, provided by www.military.com/news for 2 Mar 2012
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Next year, the Army will begin equipping combat brigades with a
new family of radios and communications gear designed to
connect commanders on the move with trigger-pullers in the stack.
If all goes as planned, Capability Set 13 will give soldiers at every
level of a brigade combat team the ability to access a high-speed
tactical network.
Army modernization officials intend to field this new mix of hardware
and software to at least three BCTs deploying to Afghanistan in
2013.
For the first time, brigade and battalion-level leaders will be able to
plug into the network while on the move, modernization officials
say. Set 13 will also equip soldiers at the squad level with the
Rifleman Radio, a Joint Tactical Radio System capable of sending
and receiving voice and data communications over the network.
Army officials have been working toward fielding this capability for more than a decade.
This complete, tactical network emerged out of the Army s failed Future Combat Systems
effort and has become the service s top modernization priority.
Commanders need the ability to move on the battlefield and take the network ith them,
and you ve got to have the individual soldier connected into it, said Paul Mehney, a
spokesman for the Army s System of Systems Integration Directorate.
A key component of Set 13 is Increment 2 of the General Dynamics Warfighter
Information Network Tactical, or Win-T. Increment 2 consists of a package of
line-of-sight or terrestrial radios and satellite communications radios, antennas
and software that provide units on the move with a self-healing network. The
terrestrial radios form the primary connection and are backed up by satellite
radios when connectivity is blocked by terrain and other battlefield challenges.
The Army has used the satellite-based WIN-T Increment 1 since 2004, but
it doesn t work on the move.
Increment 2 has far greater bandwidth capacity than the radio-based
Force XXI Battle Command Brigade and Below. This will allow units to
send and receive data much faster, Army officials maintain.
Company level units will receive AN/PRC 117G Advanced Wideband Networking Waveform
radios, made by Harris Corp. These vehicle-mounted radios can send and receive
voice and data simultaneously and link forward units to battalion and brigade
levels of command.
Soldiers at the platoon and squad level will receive Nett Warrior equipment,
which is mainly a JTRS Rifleman Radio.

You become a node on the network if you have a Rifleman Radio on your kit, " Mehney said, describing how squad
leaders can track the soldiers in their squad as Rifleman Radio icons on Nett Warrior s tactical smartphone device.
The combination performed well during a recent operational evaluation that involved units from the 75th Ranger
Regiment in Afghanistan, Army officials said.
It s still unclear whether soldiers in rifleman or squad automatic weapon roles will be equipped with smartphones.
Soldier feedback from the Army s last Network Integration Exercise raised the question -- Do they need that
capability or does that become a distraction? Mehney asked. It s also unclear how much it will cost to equip an entire
BCT with Set 13, Army officials said.
Capability Set 13 will be fielded to Infantry, Stryker and Heavy Brigade Combat Teams; each will have its own network
architecture so equipment sets will vary per BCT, thus a standard BCT cost estimate is not effective, Mehney said.
Soldiers will evaluate the technology of Set 13 in the next Network Integration Exercise scheduled for May. The first BCT
scheduled to receive Capability Set 13 is scheduled to begin training with the technology in October, Army officials say.
That BCT will be identified sometime this summer.
The initial plan is to equip at least three BCTs next year, said Paul Wilson, project director for Synchronized Fielding,
System of Systems Integration Directorate.
Our goal is to do more that, he said. End state is to do about eight per year.
Article by Matthew Cox and Photo, provided by www.military.com/news for 2 Mar 2012
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